Button Launch Builder 1.0
I. Overview

Button Launch Builder (“Builder”) creates modified screen layouts for Button Launch so that Button Launch can more accurately reflect the layout of buttons on a particular PalmOS model.

Button Launch is a small application that uses the hardware buttons (the 4 application buttons and the up and down scroll buttons) to launch user-defined applications.  The standard Button Launch layout more or less corresponds to the layout of the older Palm models.

Recently, Palm models have started to diverge—one  Zire has only two application buttons; the Palm Tungsten T3 has the buttons arranged in a circle; the Handspring Treo 600 gives totally different names to the standard buttons.  I recently received an email from a Hong Kong-based user whose PalmOS smartphone has both a different layout and key names—the XPlore G18.

Instead of creating separate versions of Button Launch for each layout, I wrote Builder to let each user modify the layout.  I’ve also included a few pre-built screen files for specific models.

II. Using Builder

A. Installation

You install Builder as  normal application. You don’t have to have Button Launch installed to run Builder, but there isn’t much point in running Builder if you don’t have Button Launch installed.

If you want to use one of the alternate pre-made layouts, you should install it as well.

B. Operation

1. Start-up
When first opened, Builder provides a short warning and then shows the standard Button Launch Screen.  
On a standard Button Launch Screen the names on the buttons are the name of the applications that have been set to be launched by a hardware button.   However, in Builder, each button shows the names of the standard hardware button that it reacts to:
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2. Loading an Install File
If all you want to do is apply a pre-made file, tap the “menu” button, select the “Install File” menu and select the “Install Saved File” Option.  Select the file you want and click “Install.”  This will load the file into Builder.  It will then ask whether you want to install it as the layout for Button Launch.  You can click yes.  (If you click “No” you can install it—as is or modified—by selecting “Save” from the Options menu).  You do not keep Builder on your PDA after saving a layout.  You will lose the layout, however, if you delete Button Launch from your PDA.
This release of Button Launch comes with two pre-made layouts.  One for the Tungsten T3:
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and one for the Treo 600:
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3. Making you own layout

To make a layout, start with either the default, or any other opened installed layout.  There are 19 elements in the layout—the 12 buttons, the Labels for the buttons (“Memo” etc.) and the words “Short” and “Long”.  You can move any of these by putting the stylus on the one you want to move and dragging it.  You can also change the text in the labels.  (“Change Label Text” under the Options menu—you can use any text up to six characters long.)
If you aren’t sure what hardware buttons correspond to the original Palm Memo, ToDo, Datebook and Addresses, tap a hardware button—the corresponding short tap screen button will be highlighted.

If you want to adjust the position of objects more finely than the stylus lets you (or you want to get alignment better) you can set the left and top position of each of the objects by selecting the appropriate item in the “Positions” menu.

When you have everything the way you want, you can do either of two things: 

1. You can install it for Button Launch—“Save Changes’ under the “Options” menu.  Or

2.  You can create an “Install” file for later use or to give to someone else—“Create Install File” under the “Install Files” menu.  

4. Install Files

If you create an install file, it will be saved onto your desktop in the “Backup” folder after you hot sync.  You can send the file to someone else.  (Or you can send it to me for inclusion in the next release.)

C. Button Launch

Versions of Button Launch which say “Variable” in the title bar will read layouts saved by Builder.
III. Distribution

Builder is c. S. Millman 2003.  It is freeware.
